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From the President
It is hard to believe that we are now into the last quarter for
2025. Where has the year disappeared to? There are just
three Sunday afternoons left this year. 

We are looking forward to November, when new member
Cath Plowman will host the Waratah Community Singers.
They will present some musical items during the afternoon
for us. And seeing that we will have some good singers in the
room, I have been preparing a sing-song medley as well. 
 
Our final Sunday this year will feature a festive afternoon tea
– Christmas fare – so invite your friends along. The booking
form is attached to this newsletter. Don’t have a big lunch, or
you won’t have room for turkey sandwiches, fruit mince pies
and other enjoyable treats. We will also have plenty of carols
and Christmas music, so come along and enjoy.
 

First Sunday of the
month - 2pm start

No Members’ Day 
in March

6 April 2025

4 May 2025

1 June 2025

6 July 2025

3 August 2025

7 September 2025

5 October 2025

2 November 2025

7 December 2025

MEMBERS’ DAYS

www.tosawa.org.au TOSA(WA) meets at the John Leckie Pavilion, 25 Melvista Avenue, Nedlands

https://tosawa.org.au/


Our community radio advertising on
Curtin FM and Capital Radio appears to
be paying dividends. There are now over
half a dozen people who have started
coming along after hearing the
announcements. A big thank you to John
Fuhrman for organising the community
announcements on Capital Radio. That
has resulted in a number of new people
hearing about us, including Marye
Daniels and Rosemary Tomkinson. May
you both enjoy the music for a long time
to come. 

Meanwhile, both Kevin Banham and
Philip Surtees have both been in hospital
for some time. We wish you both speedy
recoveries. Unfortunately, without Philip,
Anne Holland is also unable to attend,
and we miss you both.
 
With that, it is off to do some practice,
and get prepared for our next musical
afternoon. Hope to see you there, along
with some friends.

Rodney Raymond
President

A curious willy wagtail decided to join
in the fun during our August members
day!

The Waratah Community Singers

An unexpected visitor in August



For the last 18 months, 7 volunteers have been working on sections of the organ whilst in
storage. They have completed replacement of all pipe chest and percussion secondary and
primary pneumatics. Pneumatics have been recovered in long lasting Kangaroo leather and
painted by volunteers with Organ Supply silicone leather conditioner. Chests have been wind
tested and wired. It is hoped no further work will be required on the chests for a decade. 

Como Theatre Wurlitzer Update

Currently the 3 manual console is in
organ builder Tomaz Nowak’s Bayswater
workshop having its 97-year-old key
contacts replaced on all manuals and
pedalboard, and second touch restored
to the great keyboard. A new
manufactured straight rail with a
second row of stops accommodates
multiple couplers.

Following an observation by OSWA “Pipeline” editor Bruce Duncan that the organ only had
four 16ft stops to carry twenty-one ranks a decision was made to incorporate three digital
stops to augment the pedal division. They are 32ft Contra Boudon, 16ft Diaphone and 8ft
Diaphonic Diapason. The integrity of the original theatre organ pipe work remains. 

All percussions such as chrysoglot, xylophone, glockenspiel and marimba originally working
on old dance band pitch of A=452cps are now lowered to A=440 cps concert pitch. How
does the pitch of a short percussion bar get lowered? Shorter means sharper, right? The
answer is by lengthening it mathematically with the grinding of a curve on the underside of
the bar to make it longer. 

To assist with the Wurlitzer’s enlargement, much appreciated support has been received
from: TOSA (WA) - a wind regulator surplus to requirements; TOSA (NSW) – a reiterating
crash cymbal; TOSA (VIC) – multiple Syndyne stop magnets for additional stop tablets. 



The Battle for John
Leckie Pavilion

The past few months have been rather tense,
with news in May that the sporting groups that
use the lower half of the John Leckie Pavilion
and surrounding ovals wanted to take over use
of the main music hall as well. If this went
ahead, it would have seen the end of our
Members Days, as well as concerts and
rehearsals of other community music groups
that, like us,  have had regular bookings for
decades.

The sporting groups claimed that they had no
idea any of us were here... even though they
would easily be able to hear our concerts and
practice sessions from outside..!

Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/theatreorganwa

Above: We received some publicity on the
front page of The Post newspaper in July! 

Below: While we weren’t mentioned in a
follow up article, the result was what we
had hoped for.

A community consultation was held, during
which time the sitting council was sacked, and a
caretaker installed. 

Fortunately the community feedback was
overwhelmingly against the sporting groups
using the music hall, with 73% of the 404
submissions received objecting to granting the
sporting associations a license to take over the
space.

So for now we can breathe easier, but with
Council elections coming up it’s quite possible
this will be raised again next year...

https://facebook.com/theatreorganwa





