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MEMBERS’ DAYS From the President

First Sunday of the It is hard to believe that we are now into the last quarter for
month - 2pm start 2025. Where has the year disappeared to? There are just
three Sunday afternoons left this year.

No Members’ Day

in March We are looking forward to November, when new member

6 April 2025 Cath Plowman will host the Waratah Community Singers.

They will present some musical items during the afternoon

4 May 2025 for us. And seeing that we will have some good singers in the
1 June 2025 room, I have been preparing a sing-song medley as well.

6 July 2025 Our final Sunday this year will feature a festive afternoon tea

3 August 2025 - Christmas fare - so invite your friends along. The booking
form is attached to this newsletter. Don’t have a big lunch, or
you won't have room for turkey sandwiches, fruit mince pies

5 October 2025 and other enjoyable treats. We will also have plenty of carols
2 November 2025 and Christmas music, so come along and enjoy.

7 December 2025

7 September 2025

@g www.tosawa.org.au TOSA(WA) meets at the John Leckie Pavilion, 25 Melvista Avenue, Nedlands


https://tosawa.org.au/

Our community radio advertising on
Curtin FM and Capital Radio appears to
be paying dividends. There are now over
half a dozen people who have started
coming along after hearing the
announcements. A big thank you to John
Fuhrman for organising the community
announcements on Capital Radio. That
has resulted in a number of new people
hearing about wus, including Marye
Daniels and Rosemary Tomkinson. May
you both enjoy the music for a long time
to come.

Meanwhile, both Kevin Banham and
Philip Surtees have both been in hospital
for some time. We wish you both speedy
recoveries. Unfortunately, without Philip,
Anne Holland is also unable to attend,
and we miss you both.

With that, it is off to do some practice,
and get prepared for our next musical
afternoon. Hope to see you there, along
with some friends.
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Rodney Raymond
President

A curious willy wagtail decided to join
in the fun during our August members
day!

The Waratah Community Singers




Como Theatre Wurlitzer Update

For the last 18 months, 7 volunteers have been working on sections of the organ whilst in
storage. They have completed replacement of all pipe chest and percussion secondary and
primary pneumatics. Pneumatics have been recovered in long lasting Kangaroo leather and
painted by volunteers with Organ Supply silicone leather conditioner. Chests have been wind
tested and wired. It is hoped no further work will be required on the chests for a decade.

Currently the 3 manual console is in
organ builder Tomaz Nowak’s Bayswater
workshop having its 97-year-old key
contacts replaced on all manuals and
pedalboard, and second touch restored
to the great keyboard. A new
manufactured straight rail with a
second row of stops accommodates
multiple couplers.

Following an observation by OSWA “Pipeline” editor Bruce Duncan that the organ only had
four 16ft stops to carry twenty-one ranks a decision was made to incorporate three digital
stops to augment the pedal division. They are 32ft Contra Boudon, 16ft Diaphone and 8ft
Diaphonic Diapason. The integrity of the original theatre organ pipe work remains.

All percussions such as chrysoglot, xylophone, glockenspiel and marimba originally working
on old dance band pitch of A=452cps are now lowered to A=440 cps concert pitch. How
does the pitch of a short percussion bar get lowered? Shorter means sharper, right? The
answer is by lengthening it mathematically with the grinding of a curve on the underside of
the bar to make it longer.

To assist with the Wurlitzer's enlargement, much appreciated support has been received

from: TOSA (WA) - a wind regulator surplus to requirements; TOSA (NSW) - a reiterating
crash cymbal; TOSA (VIC) - multiple Syndyne stop magnets for additional stop tablets.



The Battle for John

Leckie Pavilion

The past few months have been rather tense,
with news in May that the sporting groups that
use the lower half of the John Leckie Pavilion
and surrounding ovals wanted to take over use
of the main music hall as well. If this went
ahead, it would have seen the end of our
Members Days, as well as concerts and
rehearsals of other community music groups
that, like us, have had regular bookings for
decades.

The sporting groups claimed that they had no
idea any of us were here... even though they
would easily be able to hear our concerts and
practice sessions from outside..!

» Have Your Say:

John Leckie Music Pavilion Proposal
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The City of Nedlands is considering a lease that would give
thi College Park Sport Assoaciation (CPSA) exclusive wedkend
agcess o the upper-level hall from 15t April to 30th September
(Fridays 2pm-=Sundays midnight).

This would mean:

- FSO' Winter would ra longer

= The Claremaont Concert Band (C08) will Im.e |I.1 Friday evening rehearsal and
weskend performance venue after 40+ yea

- mhmwﬁlgan Scciety WA Brarech will um It regulas weekend

- This hall s cumently wsed by a miber of other community grosups for
meetings and perimeances, which will be impacted by these changes;

= Shared stedage a0kt for COB and F50 wirild be restricted; and

= Theupper lergtr o

Our perspective:

FS0, COB and Theatre Oegan Society first became aware of this proposal in May this year,

although negetiations between the Council and CPSA had begun in 2033, The CPSA has

l\lllw:dlfebmlwwdlhh.ia"qwdt‘enh‘lm;ﬁblmhﬂmzhws
e st e b nd that ueeder

o u:onulw(wxlmluqumw«sdwnqmemdq - gommunity impact

Have your say:
Wi el be ey grateul  you could phee e the time 0 sesiews the pecposal
ancl compliete the servey by the 1485 July

08 et v ot o o s el
- it sty 26th August

Thank yeu for your angerng support!
Your F50, CCB & Theatre Organ Sodety

A community consultation was held, during
which time the sitting council was sacked, and a
caretaker installed.

Fortunately the community feedback was
overwhelmingly against the sporting groups
using the music hall, with 73% of the 404
submissions received objecting to granting the
sporting associations a license to take over the
space.

So for now we can breathe easier, but with
Council elections coming up it’s quite possible
this will be raised again next year...
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“The first time we saw the proposal
a8 detailed was in Friday's agenda,”
M Dumean lobd the Tuesday mecling.

The report called for a commu-
nity consultation about the proposal,
which is now open on the Your Voiee
Nedlands website until July 18,

The proposed licence agreement
wotild have the biggest impact on the
40-piece Claremont Concert Band,
whieh holds rehearsals ot the pavilion
every Friday night v.lu]r' girls® footy
maiches 'Illﬁ be played

“It's got acoustic ntc-s amid wooden
floors,” Ms Duncan said.

“It's gl everything acoustically
1o make a greal performance space.

“We've gol a grand piane in there
as well"

The band is preparing for its 30th an-
niversary gala concert in Seplember,
bt s Duncan worries that eould be

“under threat”.
“It's a community hall,” she said,
“Exclusive use 1 dont think is the
way lo go”™

Other groups may not be directly

impacted, but say they are worrled

Footyv culture

about losing aceess to the pavilion
if the CPSA is made its head tenant

W don't know whether we're going
to bie looked after or we'ne going to
have to it in around the foothall club,”
Mr Raymond said.

Mr Forbes said the CPSA wanted to
explore other options, such as a sub-
lease o the concert band on Saturday
nights, bui had been hamstrung by a
diabolical council burcaucracy.

“We've probably been through Buve
Icasllmlon‘srcrsl hie said.

“You spend a few months getling up
Lo speed with someone and then bwo
months later they're gone,

“Each time we'd email, something
would come back that was completely
different to what we'd been speaking
about.

“Looking back on il now I wish I'd
gone back and spoken 1o some of those
other users earlier because I dida%
know that they existed,”

Mr Forbes said it was never the
CPSAS intention to displace sther
pavilion users.

“1 completely understand telr posi-
tion that if we've got a lease we've god
control over the building,” he said

T
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This Cormgian organ has been a staple
at the John Leckie Pavilion since 1988

1Thr‘ﬁgrmlr\‘ens¥|okcln:hclunw
commission 1o se¢ il hey conld move
their girls” games o Saturday night,
theyve said no,"

Councillors are due to make a deci-
shomn on the pavilion in July, after the
results of the public consultation are
collated,

The last report Lo councillors said
it was “unelear” if the football elub's
proposal would exclude the music
grau From the hall on weekends,

“The whole thing has been & mess,”
Mr Forboes said

Above: We received some publicity on the
front page of The Post newspaper in July!

Below: While we weren’t mentioned in a
follow up article, the result was what we
had hoped for.

Concert band survives shirtfront

By BEN DICKINSON

The College Park Sporting
Association has lost a bid to
push music groups out of the
John Leckie Pavilion during
girls' foothall matches.

Nedlands council s commission-
ers voted unanimously to knock
back the takeover bid at a meeting

on Wednesday night, minutes after
the CFSAS Brad Forbes unloaded
on cm.mml. CEQ Keri Shannon,
who he accused of mishandling
apubilc consultation.

“The entire process has been a
bitofa [h.meandmecnyadmm
istration are the ones to blame,”
Mr Forbes told the meeting.

He named two council staff
mcmbcr‘s
“They've let all of us down -
all of the groups - horrifically.”

The spray prompted an
intervention from chief com-
missioner David Caddy,

“Idon’t want you to point out

people in the room,”
Mr Caddy told Mr
Forbes. -
The CPSA, whichrep-
resents the Claremont
Junior Football Club
and Western Suburbs
Cricket Club, had
sought to use the pa-
vilion’s upper hall on
14 Friday nights a year when
girls' teams play under their
home ground’s new lights.
That would displace the 40-odd
memberClaremont Concert Band,
which practises in the purpose-
built music hall every week
“The music hall has been
home to our band on a Friday
night since the 1990s,"” concert
band president Liz Duncan
told the commissioners.,
Four light towers, installed
last month, have allowed the
girls sidesto play at their home
ground for the first time, after
vears of outsoureing “home”

" Brud Forbes

games to other venues,

But football elub
vice president James
Baker told commis-
sioners that many
parents were not
coming to watch their
girls play because
there was nowhere
they could watch out
of the weather.

A public eonsultation organ-
ised by the council received a
substantial 404 submissions,
T3% of which objected to grant-
ing the sporting association a
licence over the upper hall,

But Mr Forbes said Nedlands
stall had misrepresented the
CPSA’s position in “biased”
consultation documents that
contained “countless errors
and mistruths”.

Mr Forbes pleaded with
commissioners to put off a
decision, but Mr Caddy said
he had heard enough.

Find us on Facebook at n facebook.com/theatreorganwa



https://facebook.com/theatreorganwa
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T TOSA(WA) FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEA
O Sunday 7° DECEMBER, 2025

Christmas music on Piano and Organ, Carol singing, good food...

5

e

You are invited to a special Christmas afternocon tea with accompaniment
of organ and piano music, plus Carol singing.

The TOSA (WA) Festive Afternoon Tea will be held in the:
John Leckie Memorial Pavilion, “Ompr
25 Melvista Avenue, (Corner of Loton Road) i; l
Nedlands. Pon o on o
on Sunday 7 December, 2025

starting at 2:00 pm and concluding at 4:00pm.

- r | /‘ﬂ

The cost is $10 per person.
Please feel free to bring family and friends.

For catering purposes, please RSVP by
Wednesday 3 December.
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Please retum this slip, with your Cheque, payable to TOSA (WA) Inc. by
Wednesday 3 December to:
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TOSA (WA) Inc.
3 Chamberiain Circle
BATEMAN WA 6150: or by email to President@tosawa.org.au  (08) 9310 2838

Name (5)
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:| I have paid direct into the TOSA bank account
- BSB: 066-160, Account: 1118 3151.

{Note our new banking detads)
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T.0.S.A. W.A] Inc.

MEMBERSHIP FORM 2025

|/ W wish o renew my membership of T.0.S.A. (W.A ) for 2025,
Membership fees are $60 Famiy or $40 Singie Mombership.

(Pioase PRINT Cloarty)

[First namea/s] [Surnama)

[ ] My detads have not changed from last year. If detais have changed, complete the following:

| would Eke lo receive the newsletter [ The Tremulant) by:
DFIprcnw or D Email
| am interesled in recening interstate newslellers by email: YESMNO.

TOTAL AMOUNT = b1
Please tick one:

D | have gaven cash to the Troasurer,

D | have deposited directly nto the TOSA Commomaealth account (naw banking detass):
BS8 066-160, Actount: 1118 3151.

FLEASE FORWARD THIS FORM TO:

Rodney Ravmond
3 Chamberlain Circle
BATEMAN 6150

Or you can scan and email the form to president@ tosawa.o
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